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As you are seated, I want to keep reading the next few verses of 

today’s Gospel passage. “When Herod realized that he had been deceived 
by the magi, he became furious. He ordered the massacre of all the boys in 
Bethlehem and its vicinity two years old and under, in accordance with the 
time he had ascertained from the magi. Then was fulfilled what had been said 
through Jeremiah the prophet: ‘A voice was heard in Ramah, sobbing and 
loud lamentation; Rachel weeping for her children, and she would not be 
consoled, since they were no more.’”  

 
I share these final disturbing verses of the Epiphany story so that we 

don’t over-sentimentalize the arrival of the magi. The story of the magi is 
interwoven with a story of terrorism. King Herod terrorized the people 
when he realized that some were talking about another king, ‘the newborn 
king of the Jews.’ As we heard, he therefore ordered all first-born males 
under 2 to be put to death, in hopes to put an end to this possible newborn 
king. The victims of his terrorism are now known as the Holy Innocents, 
whose feast day we remember every December 28th. Like the Old 
Testament woman Rachel weeping for her children, it is hard to even 
imagine what it was like for those mothers and fathers to lose their innocent 
children during this reign of terror. 

 
In our own country, we learned about what it feels like to live under 

terrorism on September 11, 2001. Not knowing when the next plane would 
go down, waiting to see what other landmarks would be targeted, digging 
through the rubble in search of survivors, and wondering the actual number 
of people who lost their lives were all ways that we experienced terror as a 
nation. For many in our country, though, terrorism started much sooner 



with the arrival of slavery for the African American communities. Presently 
and in the future, we will hear much more about domestic terrorism, where 
our own citizens intentionally cause fear and panic through random acts of 
violence in schools and public venues. Whatever form it takes, terrorism is a 
serious human problem. Those who live under terror suffer greatly. 

 
The Buddhist Zen Master Thich Nhat Hanh wrote that “terrorists are 

everywhere.” This may sound alarmist, but as he goes on to explain, 
“they’re not only the people who blow up buses and markets. When we are 
angry, when we behave in a very angry, violent way, then we are not so 
different from the terrorists we demonize…When we are not mindful of 
our words, we say things that can hurt others and cause a lot of pain. That is 
a kind of intimidation, a kind of terrorism…In our family, in our society, on 
our planet, every day we create more people with knives in their hearts. 
And because they hold knives in their hearts, their suffering and rage 
overwhelm their families, their societies, the world.” (Fear, 95) In other 
words, terrorism is a problem for all of us to face. 

 
 Terrorism needs to be rooted out of our world and out of ourselves so that 
all people can live without fearing for their lives. Do I live in fear? Who are the 
people who do that to me? Who are the people or groups of people that I 
make live in fear through my thoughts, words, and actions? 

 
As we continue with this mass during this Christmas Season, let us 

remember the families of the holy innocents. May their mourning and loud 
lamentations awaken us to the cries of all people living in terror today. 


